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Program overview  |  Strategic use of technology and multimedia

Strategic use of technology  
and multimedia
A key principle in the California ELA/ELD Framework is that the instructional materials should “promote the 

use of multimedia and technology... to enhance reading, writing, speaking, listening, and language standards 

and skills by teachers and students.”  The Amplify ELA curriculum embodies this principle—the whole program 

uses technology almost every day as a central medium in which reading, writing, speaking, listening, language, 

and skill development happens. 

Amplify ELA uses technology and media in ways that are significant innovations upon previous efforts to apply 

technology to education. Amplify ELA uses technology not for technology’s sake, but rather to foster !"#$%

&'!()%*)+$#(,+*")  than occurs in ordinary classrooms. The technology we use is designed not to shrink the 

classroom experience onto the screen, but rather to expand what is possible for teachers and students to 

experience in a classroom. We expand the teacher’s capacity to lead a class, to engage students, to provide 

targeted feedback, and to foster collaboration. We expand students’ opportunities to close read, to argue from 

evidence, to participate in academic discourse, to make sense of complex literary and informational texts, to 

collaborate with peers, to express themselves in a community, and in general to develop the “capacities of 

literate individuals” as described in the California ELA/ELD Framework. 

Our strategies for using technology in our curriculum have been guided by Larry Berger, who has served as an 

expert contributor to the President’s Council of Advisors on Science and Technology, the Carnegie Institute for 

Advanced Study Commission on Mathematics and Science Education, the National Research Council forum 

on adaptive learning, and as an advisor to the innovation programs of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation.

Amplify ELA is built upon a set of core principles about the potential for technology to improve education. We 

believe that technology should:

• !"#$%&'()&*+,&'-  to extend their reach and expand their impact—not replace human teaching.

• !./*/&(-)01&.)-  with dynamic Learning Experiences that are rigorous and riveting.

• 20341(+$""0.3)5  by sparking rich discussions and meaningful collaborations.

• 63)(-&*"4&--45  into existing classroom rhythms through intuitive user experience.

• 7388&'&.)3*)&(the level and approach to learning across students with different needs.

• 90##$')(*++&--3:343)5( of Learning Experiences for all students.

• ;-&('&*4<)3"&(1*)*  to give students constructive feedback and help teachers respond to student needs.
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